SoSA marks 30 years
of hunger ministry
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A few highlights and milestones from the past 30 years:
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Church Relations

In keeping with
the traditions of
Lent, the Society of
St. Andrew invites
your congregation
to participate in a
program of spiritual
reflection, prayer and
giving. Our Lenten
devotion program
challenges readers
to take seriously the
scriptural injunctions
to care for the poor, while it also provides an opportunity
to feed our hungry neighbors. This year’s theme is “Christ’s
Marvelous Hands.” Each day during Lent, you will be
introduced to a unique way to see Jesus through His divine,
yet human hands. As you read each day’s devotion, you
will have an opportunity to reflect and pray about how you
might use your hands to be more Christ-like to others.
To obtain a free sample church packet or personal
packet of our devotion and giving program and the Good
Friday Fast, call 1-800-333-4597, or email Rev. Jennifer
Vestal Moore at church@endhunger.org. An order form is
also available on our website: http://www.endhunger.org/
lent.htm.
We hope your congregation will participate and make
hunger a priority during Lent. Through your involvement
in the Society of St. Andrew’s ministry, you and your
church can provide nourishing food to those most in need
– especially during these challenging economic times. ◊

This year the Society of
St. Andrew marks the 30th
anniversary of its founding. There
have been many milestones and
successes along the way. However,
over the years, whenever cofounder Ken Horne was asked
what SoSA’s goals were, he would
immediately reply, “to work
ourselves right out of a job – and that will happen when
there is no more hunger in America.”
We may not be out of a job yet, but there is no doubt
that during these 30 years SoSA has dramatically raised
the national level of awareness of domestic hunger.
SoSA has been recognized by Congress, the United
States Department of Agriculture, state legislatures,
other national hunger organizations, and many church
denominations for its contribution to fighting hunger in
America.
Indeed, before SoSA came on the scene and began
gleaning and shipping large quantities of excess fresh
produce to critical feeding agencies around the nation,
this type of hunger-relief work was simply not being done.
Perfectly good food was going to waste to the tune of
96 billion pounds a year. SoSA demonstrated that fresh
food salvage could be done efficiently and economically,
and our example has spawned many “copy cat” programs
over the years. These, taken as a whole and combined
with our present efforts, now deliver over a quarter of a
billion pounds of produce each year to agencies that feed
the poor! Yet there is so much more that still needs to be
done. Join SoSA in continuing the fight against hunger
until we work ourselves out of a job!
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Start of SoSA’s Potato Project in 1983 – the
beginning of bulk fresh food salvage in the United
States.
1.7 billion servings of nutritious food have been
provided to the nation’s hungry.
United States Department of Agriculture presented
SoSA with its Hero of Food Recovery & Gleaning
Award at its first National Summit on Food
Recovery & Gleaning in 1997.
The United Methodist Church adopted a resolution
during its 2008 General Conference commending
the “Society of St. Andrew as a partner
organization with the United Methodist Church in
the alleviation of hunger in the United States”.
SoSA opened regional offices in North Carolina,
Florida, Texas, Alabama, Mississippi, and
its Western Headquarters in Kansas City, Missouri.

Join us as we make the TREK [Travel, Rejoice &
Explore God’s Kingdom] across God’s beautiful world
during the Society of St. Andrew’s 2009 mission program.
TREK – Mission Adventure is designed to supplement
your VBS program and
help your students learn
about hunger in America
and how Jesus wants us
to help. Student sheets,
containing a short scripture
story, facts about hunger
and our ministry, potato
trivia, and a pencil activity,
are included for each day.
Tips for keeping God’s world
beautiful are also part of this
year’s program.
To order a free copy of the TREK―Mission Adventure
VBS program email Rev. Jennifer Vestal Moore at church@
endhunger.org. An order form is also available at http://
www.endhunger.org/order_material.htm. ◊

Watch for more SoSA successes and milestones in
future newsletters. ◊
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