Milestones from
the past 30 years:

Two contests honor
30 years of ministry

This year the Society of St. Andrew is
marking 30 years of hunger ministry.
Throughout the year in this newsletter
we have highlighted milestones from
the past 30 years; here are a few
more that have been made possible
by our faithful supporters – donors,
volunteers and farmers:
u 1986 – Saint Andrew Club
started by William Schminky at and
administered by Fairlington UMC, Alexandria, VA, to raise funds
for SoSA throughout Northern Virginia. Subsequent to that, the
following Saint Andrew Club chapters were started:
n 1995 – “Loaves & Fishes” chapter begins through SoSA’s
North Carolina regional office;
n 2002 – Central Virginia Chapter started at and
administered by Mountain View UMC, Forest, VA;
n 2005 – SoSA’s Harvest of Hope Saint Andrew Club
established as a means for Harvest of Hope mission
retreat alumni to raise money for SoSA.
n Faithful donors through these programs have so far
given more than $1.5 million, which has provided
about 4.5 million servings to the hungry.
u 1998 – SoSA co-founders Ken Horne and Ray Buchanan each
received the 1998 National Caring Award presented by the Caring
Institute for their long-standing commitment to ending hunger
in America through the work of the Society of St. Andrew. Past
recipients include Dr. Norman Vincent Peale, President Jimmy
Carter, Dr. Jane Woodall, and Mother Teresa.
u 1999 – The Society of St. Andrew’s Board of Directors
transitioned from an advisory board to a governing board.
u 1999 – SoSA’s Hunger Relief Advocate Initiative created in
partnership with the General Commission on United Methodist
Men to encourage churches to take the lead in ending domestic
hunger. Three dozen people have served as Hunger Relief
Advocates (HRA) in their respective UM regional conferences.
Currently there are 18 HRAs in 18 UM regional conferences.
u 2000 – The total number of volunteers helping SoSA save
food for the hungry from 1983 to 2000 went over 100,000. By
2008 the number had gone over 400,000.
u 2006 – SoSA surpassed half a Billion pounds of food
recovered and distributed to the nation’s hungry through the
Potato & Produce Project and Gleaning Network combined, providing
more than 1.5 Billion servings of nutritious food.
u 2007 – SoSA’s National Advisory Board was formed; 14
business, political and philanthropic leaders from across the
nation named to the board; Senator Elizabeth Dole of North
Carolina named honorary chair.
u 2008 – SoSA co-founder Ken Horne retired and was named
Director Emeritus; Board of Directors named Steven M. (Mike)
Waldmann as SoSA’s Executive Director.
u 2009 – Sept. – The Gleaning Network surpasses 175 million
pounds of fresh produce gleaned by hand from farm fields and
orchards, one piece at a time, by volunteers. This food provided
more than half a Billion servings.
We at the Society of St. Andrew are extremely grateful for
all who have faithfully supported our hunger-relief ministry
over the years. We covet your continued involvement as we
work together to end hunger. ◊

This year, in honor of our 30th anniversary, SoSA
sponsored two contests that were announced in the spring
issue of this newsletter.
First, we were looking for
young artists to display their
talents by illustrating a thank
you card. The response was
overwhelming and we would
like to thank the following
churches and their youth for
participating: Old Bridge
UMC, in Woodbridge, VA,
Trinity UMC in Lafayette,
IN, Prince of Peace UMC in
Manassas, VA, St. Andrews
Presbyterian Church in Lebanon, PA, Trinity UMC in
Orange, VA, and individual entries from Hanna Hamilton,
Orlando, FL, and Hollyn Pleasants, Scottsville, VA. We will
be using winning designs on thank you cards to our major
donors. We will also spotlight a different artist each month
in our electronic newsletter. Visit our website at www.
endhunger.org/update to view the most recent e-newsletter.
The second contest called for the nomination of families
and individuals living out the “SoSA Lifestyle.” In other
words, those who are living a simplified, responsible lifestyle
while living out their faith by providing in some way for
our sisters and brothers who are in need. We would like
to recognize the Moore family of Las Cruces, NM as the
winners: Reverend Jon and his wife Melani, along with their
two children, Brishen and Basia, whom they home school.
They are vegetarians and grow some of their own food;
they compost and recycle faithfully. They have one family
vehicle and practice good stewardship of creation by walking
when possible, including Pastor Jon occasionally walking
more than five miles round trip to work. Melani co-leads
a Tuesday morning bilingual story time for children who
accompany their parents to the church’s bi-weekly food
and clothing pantry. Melani coordinated a church effort to
support FINCA, which provides low interest micro loans to
women in developing countries. The family have participated
in Society of St. Andrew gleanings for the local food bank.
Pastor Jon and Melani have led and participated in many
mission trips. Pastor Jon leads by example and encourages
the entire church family to live out the church’s mission to
“change lives through gifts of service.” ◊
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Donations to SoSA:

IN HONOR OF - 25th Anniversary of Bacon-N-Bakin’
Farms ... Revs. Vernie & Barbara Barrow ... Ruth Bennett
... Bethlehem UMC Church Members, Swope VA ... Bertie
& Candler Cooper ... Mrs. Ginny Fowler ... Nancy Graffis ...
Dave & Gayle Guthridge ... Roberta Lake ... Andrew Lowy ...
Virginia Robertson ... St. John UMC, Springfield VA
IN MEMORY OF - George Howell ... Harry N. Kanode ...
Dr. Jack Kibler, III ... Evine King ... Nellie Gray Porter Logan ...
Fla Anthony Marks ... J. Herbert Martin ... Mrs. Rosa Parker ...
Michael Wayne Rakes ◊

