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Although Willie is a full-time pastor in
Caledonia, Mississippi, he has now
joined our staff, part-time, as SoSA’'s
gleaning contact for North Mississippi.
When there is food available at farms
and warehouses in the region, he’s
the man who coordinates farmers,
volunteers, and feeding agencies so
food can be collected and distributed
to those who need it most.

in spare change from various sources in the
community and wanted to make sure and get it
to him quickly to support our gleaning efforts.

Willie Petty went from a volunteer gleaner, to a
field supervisor, to coordinating efforts over a
large region of the state. CeeCee Petty helps
coordinate events and promotes their efforts
on social media. And members of their church
community collect spare change to help fund
the mission. There is a role for everyone to get
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of blueberries to deliver to a
food pantry.

are senior citizens in Rev. Petty’s
community who sometimes receive
food from his church’s feeding program
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Hard Work and Smiles

So far this year, more than 16,000 people have
volunteered with the Society of St. Andrew. They are
men and women, children of all ages, young people,
and seniors; some of them have
volunteered just once, and others
answer the call week after week,
gleaning after gleaning. These
volunteers come from all walks
of life—it’s not unusual for a bank
executive to glean alongside someone
living in a shelter.

Gleaning is not easy work. Gleaners are in dusty or muddy
fields, under the hot sun. They bend, stoop, pick or dig,

lift, turn, and do it again—plant after plant, row after row,
hour after hour. It is hard, dirty work. There are sometimes
critters and snakes; and there are always bugs: flies, gnats,
and mosquitos.

What is extraordinarily rare among gleaners is a frown or a
complaint. When you go into a field with gleaners, the first
thing you notice is that everyone is smiling. They are having
a good time! The grime and labor, and even the bugs, make
the experience more meaningful and more memorable.
Gleaners know that every piece of fruit, every vegetable
they bag, will be eaten by someone in great need. Every
tomato, every handful of beans, is a tangible reminder

that someone’s plate will have healthy food on it tonight,
simply because that gleaner chose to spend the morning

in a field.

Volunteers, we thank you—your work makes all the differencels

United Methodist Men
Feed Hungry Pennsylvanians

ach yeay, thousands of
E individuals and families in need in

Central Pennsylvania receive help
from the efforts of the United Methodist
Men - working with the Society of St. Andrew
(SoSA.) The UMMen of Grace UMC in
Lemoyne are long-time supporters of SoSA.
And recently, the UMMen of the Newton-
Hamilton UMC pulled together several
churches to feed thousands in their area
through a potato drop.

In Lemoyne, Gary Wilkins has headed up the
relationship with the Society of St. Andrew for
more than 25 years. In appreciation, Wade
Mays, SoSA’s liaison with UMMen, attended
the Lemoyne potato drop last November and
presented a special plaque to Wilkins. Bishop
Jeremiah Park also came to lend a hand. Early
that morning, a truck loaded with 42,000
pounds of white potatoes arrived in the parking
lot of the local fire station. Wilkins and the
UMMen of the church had arranged to unload
the pallets of potatoes in the fire house parking
lot, and use the bays of the station for bagging
all the potatoes for quick distribution to a
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At the potato drop in Lemoyne, Bishop Jeremiah Park (right) joined
with (I-r) Merri and Pastor John Shellenberger, and Donna and Gary
Wilkins. Gary Wilkins is holding the plaque of appreciation he received
from the Society of St. Andrew for more than 25 years of good work
and support.

dozen food pantries and other area feeding
organizations. Scores of their church members
arrived, along with some from Crosspoint UMC,
and the Citizens Hose Fire Company. With

the added incentive of delicious, hot potato
soup provided by the UMMen, they quickly
bagged all 42,000 pounds for distribution
later in the morning to area food pantries and
families in need.
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The UMMen of Newton-Hamilton UMC also
made use of a SoSA potato drop to feed hungry
people in their area. Pastor Brian Myfelt knew
the small church would need some assistance,
and the connectional system kicked into gear.
They worked with the other churches in the
Mount Union area to prepare for a truckload of
42,000 pounds of potatoes. They coordinated
with the Mount Union Fire Department to use
their facilities at a former air field, with covered
pavilions to work under as they bagged the
potatoes. They linked up with two people with
fork lifts, and they got publicity both on radio
and in the newspaper. They had volunteers
from other UM churches, and from other
denominations. The National Honor Society
and the Future Farmers of America from Mount
Union Area High School also joined in.

Newton-Hamilton UMC brought in even more
partners: half the truckload was dropped off at
the fairground in Reedsville where the churches
of the Lewistown area brought in volunteers
and distributed

more than 20,000
pounds of potatoes
to the agencies in
the Lewiston area.
Pastor Myfelt says,
“It is amazing how
people talk about
this project and how
worthwhile it is. It
connects people with

the churches involved,
including those

Inside the firehouse in Lemoyne, volunteers bag potatoes for pickup
later that morning, by area food pantries and feeding agencies.
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