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It seems so simple. About forty people 
scatter across a field that’s covered 
by rows of leafy plants. They talk with 
each other, and laugh sometimes, as 
they pick kale. This bucolic scene is 
a common one for volunteers with 
the Society of St. Andrew. It happens 
thousands of times a year, in fields and 
orchards from the Gulf states of Florida 
and Mississippi, to the upper plains of 
Michigan and the hills of New York State.

That’s part of the draw for tens of 
thousands of SoSA volunteers each 
year. They spend a morning outside, 

working with old friends and meeting 
new ones. They get some fresh air, and 
they exert themselves to collect the 
very freshest fruits and vegetables to 
help feed the poor, the elderly, and the 
hungry children of their communities.

This group’s pleasant morning in the 
field it is only one chapter in a story 
that is begun and completed almost 
every day of the year. On this day in 
July, the story will end with homeless 
men and women from the streets 
of Nashville receiving the comfort of 
caring people, and food prepared just 
for them.

This story actually began weeks earlier, 
when the Green Door Gourmet farm, 

Continued ― see How to Feed Hungry People on the back cover



Marian Kelly to Retire After 39 Years 
with SoSA
To be honored with a Day of Giving on September 28

Nearly forty years ago, a community of faith was formed 
in rural Bedford County, Virginia. Two families covenanted 
together, to live simply and prayerfully, holding all things in 

common, following the model of 
the early church in Acts 2.

In all the time since—as the 
Society of St. Andrew grew from 
two families on a small farm to a 
hunger relief ministry with national 
impact—members of those same 
families have been involved in 
SoSA’s work on a daily basis. That 
continuity is a tie that has bound 
together decades of prayer, hope, 

and hard work. At the same time, it has led this ministry 
steadily forward, keeping SoSA focused on the essentials, 
and striving year-after-year to do more, to be more effective, 
and ever more faithful in its work.

The pioneering vision of Marian Kelly, of Ken and Jean 
Horne, and of Ray Buchanan has sparked a movement that 
now spans the globe! Fresh produce rescue and recovery, 
and gleaning to feed hungry neighbors are now topics of 
conversation—and subjects of action—worldwide.

Executive Director’s Report
By Lynette Johnson
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Recent Donations 

In Memory Of
Warren Altomare
Mary Anderson
Ruth L. Beikert
Lucy Burkart
Richard & Jaime Collins
Bud Curtis
Theresa Damon
Edwin H. Dixon
Walter C. Grantz
Jean M Hayes
Leroy Henry
Pat Inge
Fred (Bookie) Johnson
Sarah Johnson
Ray S. Jones
Albert Lindler
Jean Makoujy
Edna McAfee
Douglas Mohler
Paul Mullins
John Shell
Jackie Wooten Usey
Jim Waldmann
Tammy Yelich

In Honor Of
Glenmont  UMM
Great Niece Brenna’s Birthday
Katherine Higgins

Lesley Huffaker
Pastor Buz Hughes
Betty King
Liz King
Vicki Lemons
Raymer Maguire III
Steve & Barbara Matthews
William Morling
Courtney VanOsten
David Wagner

January – July, 2018
Fresh food saved and

donated to feed hungry people

Gleaned Produce..............................8,976,244 lbs   
Potato & Produce Project................3,952,328 lbs       
Events............................................................3,096   
Volunteers................................................... 15,560
Farms/Providers...............................................637
Distributing Agencies....................................1,255

Total Historical Pounds	 841 Million
Total Historical Servings	 2.5 Billion

Marian Kelly, the last of SoSA’s founders to remain active in the day-to-day work, will 
retire on September 28, 2018. Marian has long served as the director of SoSA’s Potato 
& Produce Project. This is SoSA’s large-load recovery and distribution work, connecting 

produce suppliers, trucking companies, congregations, and 
food banks across 48 states, getting millions of pounds of 
healthy food to hungry people each year.

Marian may not have set out to change the world, and she’s 
probably too modest to admit she has. Now, SoSA will honor 
Marian in a manner consistent with her unceasing service – a 
day of giving. Board members and staff have donated money 
to serve as a matching gift, and September 28 is designated 
as a special day for donations to SoSA’s feeding ministry in 
Marian’s name. Look for additional details in this newsletter. 
We hope you’ll join us in appreciation for Marian Kelly and her 
service to Society of St. Andrew since 1979. •Marian Kelly, Founding Member of 

Society of St. Andrew, to Retire
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Plan for Advent 
with SoSA

ADVENT 
MATERIALS  

ARE 
SHIPPING 

NOW 

Order yours at EndHunger.org/advent

E thel Halsey, a 
schoolteacher 
and outdoor 

educator from Rhode 
Island, was active 
in hiking and nature 
groups throughout 
her adult life. She 
supported charities 
that preserved the 
environment and 
promoted wise use 
of Earth’s resources.

Ethel knew she 
wanted to leave 
a legacy that 
would carry on her 
commitments long 
beyond her lifetime. 
Never married 
and childless, the 
decisions about how 
to structure that 
legacy were entirely 
her own—and Ethel 
was a planner. She 
selected a dozen 
charities as her 
beneficiaries. A 
few were health 
related, but most 

A Legacy of Caring: 
Ethel Halsey’s Quiet Generosity

were charities that 
preserve and steward 
the Earth.

As a schoolteacher, 
Ethel’s income and 
charitable giving 
during her lifetime 
were modest. She 
began to support the 
Society of St. Andrew 
in 1990, and for the 
next 27 years she 
sent one check each 

year to SoSA, giving 
about $100 a year. 
Ethel knew her gifts 
were feeding hungry 
people and she 
loved that her gifts 
to the Society of St. 
Andrew were ensuring 
that our planet’s 
resources—water, 
land, seed, and 
farmers’ time and 
equipment—were 
used wisely. She 
knew she was 
ensuring that healthy 
food, once grown, 
would be eaten and 
not left behind in the 

field to rot.

When Ethel passed 
away in March of 
2018 at the age 
of 90, her careful 
planning and lifetime 
of stewarding her own 
resources—and her 
desire to carry on her 
commitments—came 
to light immediately. 
Ethel had named 
the Society of St. 
Andrew as one of 
the 12 charities to 
carry on her legacy, 
making SoSA a 5% 
beneficiary of her 
estate. In the last 
few months, that 5% 
share of Ethel’s nine 
life insurance policies 
and annuities have 
provided more than 
$40,000 to support 
SoSA’s ministry well 
into the future. And 
Ethel’s legacy will 
grow over the next 
year as the bulk of 
her estate is gifted 
to her charitable 
beneficiaries as well.

“It’s inspiring to see 
how someone of 
modest means can 
turn decades of small 
charitable gifts into 
a lasting legacy—a 
legacy that honors 
their commitments 
and continues to 
make the world a 
better place, well 

She knew she 
was ensuring 
that healthy 
food, once 

grown, would 
be eaten 

and not left 
behind in the 

field to rot.

beyond their lifetime,” 
says SoSA Executive 
Director Lynette 
Johnson. “Ethel 
Halsey, through 
her legacy giving, 
ensured that healthy 

food will be shared 
with hungry people 
for years to come 
through the Society 
of St. Andrew.” • 

the last Society 
of St. Andrew 
founding member 
to remain active 
in this ministry, 

will retire on September 28, 2018. SoSA 
will celebrate her 39 years of dedication by 
holding a Special Day of Giving in her honor, 
including a generous gift match.

Learn more and donate today
EndHunger.org/Marian

Ethel Halsey left her estate 
to twelve favorite charities. 
She continues to help 
others through the feeding 
ministries of the Society of 
St. Andrew.

MARIAN 
KELLY,
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For information about SoSA programs call 800-333-4597   •   sosainfo@EndHunger.org   •  EndHunger.org
THE SOCIETY OF ST. ANDREW IS A NATIONAL 501(c)(3) TAX EXEMPT, NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION.

Connect with us on Twitter, Facebook, Pinterest and sign up for monthly updates 
EndHunger.org/signup

THANK YOU to the following  
FOUNDATIONS & CORPORATIONS  

that donated $1,000+ in the first quarter:

Anonymous Foundation................................... Little Rock, AR
Asbury Thrift Store................................................Madison, AL
Beazley Foundation, Inc.................................Portsmouth, VA
Blue and You Foundation of Arkansas........... Little Rock, AR
Christ Episcopal Church Foundation ............... Charlotte, NC
CP and MG Lunsford Charitable Trust... Winston Salem, NC
Fidelity Charitable Gifts...................................Cincinnati, OH
Foundation For The Carolinas.......................... Charlotte, NC
Georgia College............................................. Milledgeville, GA
James M. Frye Endowment I of The Community Foundation 
   Serving Richmond and Central Virginia........Richmond, VA
James M. Frye Endowment II of The Community Foundation 
   Serving Richmond and Central Virginia........Richmond, VA
John K. Bastien Foundation............................Boca Raton, FL
Joseph S. Bruno Foundation .........................Birmingham, AL
National Christian Foundation.........................Alpharetta, GA
Selby & Richard McRae Foundation .................Jackson, MS
St. Joseph Community Health Foundation.......Ft. Wayne, IN
Tennessee Department of Environment and  
   Conservation....................................................Nashville, TN
The Conservation Fund...................................Chapel Hill, NC
The Greater Lynchburg Community Trust....... Lynchburg, VA
The Memorial Foundation........................ Hendersonville, TN
Vanguard Charitable............................................. Warwick, RI
Wholesale Grocers, Inc.  ................................Brattleboro, VT
Wingate University............................................... Wingate, NC

an urban farm in 
Nashville, Tennessee, 
planted a field of 
organic kale that 
would mature into a 
crop available for their 
own restaurant and 
for other restaurants 
in the city. Now with 
more kale than they 
need, they contact 
SoSA to donate the 
surplus.

The families of New 
Creation Church 
in Hendersonville, 
Tennessee answer 

the call. As part of 
their commitment of 
caring, they volunteer 
to gather at the 
Nashville farm to 
collect the generous 
donation and make it 
available to a suitable 
feeding organization. 
A few adults and 

many youth gather 
to learn which rows 
to glean and what 
the process will be. 
Then they set to work, 
gathering dozens of 
large bags of kale.

The receiving agency 
this day will be the 
Nashville Rescue 
Mission, which sends 
its own truck to pick 
up the food from the 
field. This mission 
has fed, clothed, and 
sheltered homeless 
men in Nashville 

since 1954. It opened 
its unit for homeless 
women and children 
in 1968. The mission 
houses people 
at night, provides 
education during the 
day, and serves more 
than 1,600 meals 
every day at its three 
kitchens.

In the final chapter of 
this story – at the end 
of the day - hundreds 
of homeless people 
are fed. Each day’s 
story is a little 
different … varying 
by farm, volunteer 
groups, receiving 
agencies, and clients. 
Yet, each day’s 
stories are dedicated 
to the final chapter 

… feeding hungry 
people in cities and 
towns wherever there 
are farms, volunteers, 
feeding agencies, and 
hungry people. It’s a 
story always worth 
telling! •

Christmas 2018 artwork created exclusively  
for, and donated to, Society of St. Andrew by

Jim Harris 
Minister and Artist ♦ Staunton,  VA ♦ Jim-Harris.pixels.com

Artist’s Inspiration
In this portrayal of the Magi presenting their gifts, I wanted to convey their individual identities, each coming from 
a different land “in the East”. We celebrate their gifts, and their united effort reminds us that when we join our gifts 
with the gifts of others who desire to help the Society of St. Andrew in their gleaning and food distribution efforts, 
each gift, large or small, is vital. I also wanted to convey the irony of the “three kings” worshiping the King of Kings, 
and to remind us this King came to bring peace on earth. There are three camels in the shadows trying to see the 
Christ child, sensing his importance. I am honored to share my God-given gift to help “End Hunger. 

 3383 Sweet Hollow Road  ♦  Big Island, Virginia 24526
800-333-4597 ♦ sosainfo@endhunger.org ♦ EndHunger.org

Society of St. Andrew is an ecumenical nonprofit organization that saves fresh produce 
which is unmarketable for various reasons, and donates it to feed hungry Americans. With 
the help of tens of thousands of volunteers every year working with our three programs, 
Potato & Produce Project, Gleaning Network, and Harvest of Hope, the Society of St. Andrew 
saves millions of pounds of food that otherwise will be wasted and feeds hungry people in 
need for three cents per serving.

Card text “As with Gladness Men of Old”, verse 3, public domain.

It’s not too early to order Christmas Cards 
to help feed hungry people. This year’s card 
is by Virginia artist Jim Harris. 

EndHunger.org/acc to learn more or order

Above: Two homelss men receive a free meal at Nashville 
Rescue Mission, which provides 1,600 meals every day.




