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The Mission 
 

The Society of  St. Andrew’s 

Alabama Gleaning Network 

brings people together  

to harvest and share healthy 

food,  

reduce food waste, and build 

caring communities by 

offering nourishing food to 

hungry neighbors. 

In 2022, more than 1,000 individuals, farmers, donors, agencies, and 
organizations donated their time, energy, and/or financial resources 
to feed their hungry neighbors, through The Society of St. Andrew’s 
Alabama Gleaning Network (AGN). 
 
They rescued and distributed good-to-eat, fresh fruits and vegetables 
that would have otherwise been lost as waste— ensuring thousands of 
families in Alabama had access to good food. 

2022 Alabama Impact Summary 

Pounds  
gleaned 

 

315,467  
 

Pounds of fruits 
& vegetables 

Servings  
distributed 

 

1,261,868 
 

Servings of farm-fresh 
produce 

Volunteers 
engaged 

 

853  
 

Neighbors helping 
neighbors 

Food  
providers 

 

93 
 

Farmers &  
distributors 

Feeding  
agencies 

 

80  
 

Shelters, pantries, 
soup kitchens... 

Gleaning  
events 

 

810 
 

Farms, fields,  
markets, & more! 

2022 By the Numbers 

Harvesting & Sharing Healthy Food 
Each year, The Alabama Gleaning Network (AGN) makes more vital connections between local farmers 
with excess or cosmetically unmarketable produce, volunteers who harvest and transport the produce, 
and the hunger-relief nonprofits who receive and distribute the food to our neighbors in need.  
 

According to the EPA, each year in the United States we waste more than 206 billion pounds of 
perfectly good food. That’s more than enough to feed all this nation’s hungry residents. In 2022 alone, 
partners like you across the nation saved and distributed more than 20 million pounds of surplus fresh 
produce through The Society of St. Andrew’s nationwide network.  

EndHunger.org/Alabama 

Volunteers with Birmingham’s Independent Presbyterian Church host a Crop Drop 
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Changes & Challenges 
In its 17th year of operation, the Alabama Gleaning Network (AGN) 
expanded its reach and added a new Area Coordinator to recruit farmers 
in the eastern part of the state. Lesley Weiss began in September quickly 
began cultivating fruitful relationships.  

Years after the pandemic began, the effects are still felt— skyrocketing 
freight prices, trucking shortages, and rising fuel costs all present barriers 
to getting good food from farms to families.  

Surging fuel prices and others costs limited farmers’ capacity to plant 
extra crops this year. Coupled with a late, deep frost in the Spring of 2022, 
farmers saw a downturn in blueberry, blackberry, and peach yields.  

Higher-than-average summer temperatures, extended dry spells, and an 
Artic Blast in the Winter all piled on Alabama’s farmers, growers, and 
hungry families. 

Not to mention the 2021 USDA’s Farmers to Families Program that 
provided 1.3 million pounds of pre-packed food boxes through SoSA in 
2021 ended and was not continued in 2022.  

This left hundreds of local feeding agencies desperate for any and all 
food— especially farm-fresh produce. Thankfully, there was a community of connections to reach out to... 

 

Building Caring Communities 
Despite many challenges, you distributed almost 1,000,000 servings of food to your neighbors in need in 2022. 
When added to historical totals of food rescued since opening the office doors in 2005, means your faithful 
partnership has rescued and shared nearly 100 million servings of nutrition to low-income Alabamians.  

In 2022, volunteers returned to group activities, and churches to in-person events. Some 800+ volunteers put 
their faith into action serving their neighbors by gleaning, packing, and transporting food to local agencies.  

A few hundred passionate volunteers, and some 2,000+ hours, resulted in overcoming obstacles, breaking down 
barriers and getting good food into hard-to-reach areas.  

 

The AGN builds community spirit by engaging 
individuals in different types of food recovery efforts.  

In different locations, SoSA volunteers participated in 
field gleaning, farmers’ market gleaning, pick-ups at 
packing houses, disaster relief, and Crop Drops.  

Once picked, they took the gleaned produce to local 
hunger-relief agencies for distribution as quickly as 
possible.  

This hands-on service inevitably builds strong bonds 
between neighbors and friends. Thank you for 
bringing together local growers, volunteers, donors, 
and community partners to build lasting partnerships 
and creating a more sustainable and accessible 
charitable food system. Farmer Mims grows several rows of okra each year for SoSA. 

Lesley, with volunteers from local 
agencies delivering eggs. 



Preventing Food Waste 
 

Good food only becomes food 
waste if it’s lost. Rather than 
letting that happen, hundreds 
of dedicated SoSA participants  
took action. 
 

They prevented unnecessary 
waste and use good food for 
its intended purpose: feeding 
people.  
 

The objective is to solve food 
waste and food insecurity with 
an efficient, common-sense 
approach. SoSA works with 
existing organizations and local 
leaders to get food where it’s 
needed most— the dinner 
plates of people in need.  
 

By collaborating, duplicated efforts are avoided and SoSA remains able 
to respond favorably at all times.  
 

We are called to love, not just in words, but in deeds and in truth. This 
serves as the foundation for all that we do. We provide opportunities for 
others to serve, fostering renewal in people’s lives, in congregations, 
and in the communities in which we serve. 
 

Whether it’s gleaning fields that go as far as the eye can see or picking 
pears from someone’s backyard tree, the goal is always the same: get 
good food where it’s 
needed most. 
 

By partnering with 
SoSA, you transformed 
overlooked food in a 
farm field into  
nutritious and 
nourishing blessings 
for families who might 
otherwise have gone 
without. 

Partners & Recipient 
Agencies 

Anniston Soup Bowl 
Apostolic Truth Church 

Auburn Campus Food Pantry 
Birmingham Mutual Aid 
Brother Bryan Mission 

CASA of Madison County 
Child Haven 

Christian Service Center 
Church at Wills Creek Pantry 

Church of God Union Assembly 
Church of the Holy Comforter 

CoC Food Pantry 
Community Market of East AL 

Community of Hope 
Cullman Caring for Kids 

Cullman Commission on Aging  
Cullman FUMC 

Dependable Hands 
Ellis Lockridge Services 

Firehouse Shelter 
First Baptist of East Thomas 

First Light 
Food Bank of North Alabama 

Forever & Always Patriots 
Friendship Mission 

Grace Klein Community 
Hands & Feet of Jesus 

Homeless Ministry 
Helping Hands Ministry 

Helpline Christian 
Independent Presbyterian 

Church 
Jasper Feeding Ministry 

Jessie’s Place 
Jimmie Hale Mission 

Johnny Lawrence 
Love A Million Ways 

Love is What Love Does 
Lovelady Center 
Manna House 

Mary Ellen’s Hearth 
Miracle of Deliverance Temple 

Mt. Moriah Baptist Church 
North Alabama Agriplex 
NW Huntsville Feeding 

Program 
Oneonta One Life Ministry 

Volunteer, Bill, transporting cantaloupes 

Mr. Johnson, a volunteer, gleans greens 



Partners & Recipient 
Agencies (continued) 

Pleasant Grove United Methodist 

Re-entry Addiction Assistance 

Restoring Women Outreach 

Salvation Army Montgomery 

Shepherds Supply 

Snow Hill Christian Church 

Society of St. Vincent DePaul 

Solomon Temple Full Gospel Baptist 

Son Light Ministries 

Spirit Life Church of God 

St. James United Methodist 

St. Paul AME Smithfield 

The Crossing 

The Link of Cullman 

Trinity West Food Pantry 

Tuskegee Feeding Ministry 

Unity Grove 

Vernon Feeding Ministry 

Woodlawn Community Table 

Zion Star Missionary Baptist 

And MORE! 

 

 

Offering Nourishment to 
Hungry Neighbors
Because of your support the Alabama Gleaning Network partners and 
volunteers improved nutrition in the diets of 31,546 low-income families, 
rendering them better able to face today’s challenges and offering the 
possibility of improved long-term health outcomes. 

Fresh, healthy food was provided at no cost to over 80 community feeding 
agencies (food banks, food pantries, shelters, soup kitchens, senior and 
child nutrition programs, emergency food box distributions, Title I schools, 
etc.) already at work feeding vulnerable residents throughout Alabama. 

Over 853 volunteers had the joy of spending over 2,140 hours of their 
time gleaning, helping approximately 126,186 community members 
suffering from food insecurity gain access to food.  

Your continued support of SoSA’s Alabama Gleaning Network has had a 
tremendous impact. Through your support, you have left a broad and 
meaningful footprint across every part of Alabama, engaging persons of all 
ages in service to others, reducing food waste, and addressing critical 
human needs.  

We thank you and look forward to your continued partnership in the fight 
to end hunger across Alabama.    THANK YOU! 

EndHunger.org/Alabama 

Contact Us 
Society of  St. Andrew 

Alabama Gleaning Network 
513 Columbiana Road 
Homewood, AL 35216 

Elizabeth Wix  
Regional Director 

(205) 245-3215
alabama@endhunger.org 

Adrienne Standridge 
Program Coordinator 

(205) 245-3214
al-glean@endhunger.org 


