2021 Florida Impact Summary
The Mission
The Society of St.
Andrew brings people
together to harvest and
share healthy food,
reduce food waste,
and build
caring communities by
offering nourishing food
to hungry neighbors.

We entered 2021 with optimism that our hungry neighbors would
continue to be fed in spite of the ongoing pandemic. You did not let
them down. You donated produce, you gave generously, you gleaned
the fields or passed out food at a Crop Drop, you made produce bags,
you prayed for us. Your continued partnership with SoSA resulted in
millions of nutritious meals for people who seldom have access to
fresh produce. Because of you, millions of people received healthy food
in 2021! Thank you!

Harvesting & Sharing Healthy Food
The year began with the pandemic still looming and the lines at food distributions seemingly endless,
but you made sure all were served every single week. Church partners, businesses, and corporate
groups continued to host distribution events in local communities, volunteers showed up faithfully
week after week to glean fresh cabbage, broccoli, brussels sprouts, greens, potatoes, citrus and
strawberries, all delivered straight from the field to agencies for people struggling with hunger.
The first quarter of the year over seven million pounds of nutritious food had reached hungry people
across Florida, because of you. You gave up your Saturday evening in April to pack and load about 50,000lbs of fruits and
veggies from Southeast Produce Council’s Fresh Produce Expo to make sure that amazing food was not wasted. Your
partnership with Society of St. Andrew brought more than fresh healthy produce to hungry people, you brought the promise
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Partners & Recipient Agencies

All Faiths Food Bank
Aspire Health Partners
Beyond the Walls
Bread of the Mighty
Coalition for Homeless
Community Hope Center
Destin Harvest
Eatonville Family Center
Farm Share
Farm Workers Assoc.
Feeding Tampa Bay
Feeding NE Florida
Feeding South Florida
First Bapt Church Pantry
Grace Tabernacle Pantry
Heaven Destiny AoG FB
Heritage Com. Ch. Pantry
His Compassion Food Bank
Hope International
Islamic Center of Orlando
Joy Food Pantry
Lake Cares
Lake Panasoffkee UMC
Leesburg Food Bank
Matrix Outreach, Defuniak
New Covenant UMC Pantry
One Heart Women/children
One More Child
Operation Hope
Palm Bch Co. Food Bank
Orlando Union Rescue Mis.
Salvation Army
Second Harvest F. B., Cent. Fl
Second Harvest Big Bend
Sister Robin Street Mkt
SOZO Kids of the Village
St. Luke’s UMC Food Bank
St. Theresa’s Soc. Svcs.
The Sharing Center
Vol. In Service to Elderly
*plus hundreds more smaller
agencies not listed
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Reducing Food Waste
After the St. Patrick’s Day rush on
cabbage in March, the market’s
demand for this nutritious food
decreases significantly. With tons of
this beautiful cabbage still in fields, a
reduced market meant it would not be
cost effective for farmers to harvest all
of it. Instead of plowing it under, they
contacted SoSA and our faithful
volunteers gleaned/salvaged over 1.4
million pounds of healthy nutritious
cabbage.
Your generous support of the SoSA/FL
Gleaning Network made it possible to
rescue this good food and use it for its
highest purpose - feeding people.
Gleaning also produces a sort of ‘ripple effect’ - volunteers get to
know their local farmers and learn the value of eating locally grown
food. Farmers reduce food waste by donating instead of dumping or
plowing under, and they appreciate knowing that the crops they put
time and money into is needed & utilized.
Food banks, feeding agencies, homeless
shelters and church pantries are able to
stretch their own tight budgets while
also offering more nutritious food to
their clients. Gleaning & salvaging
unmarketable produce creates a sort of
bridge between the approximately 120
billion pounds food otherwise wasted
and the estimated 45 million people who
are food insecure in America every year.
Developing and maintaining a
collaborative relationship with food banks and agencies enables us
to reach more people in more food insecure communities and helps
ensure a more responsive approach to distribution methods.
Meet some of our
Amazing 2021 Volunteers!

Bringing People Together
We think of the pandemic as keeping people apart, not
bringing them together. However for SoSA, these past two
years have brought more people together in ways we could
not have imagined. Neighbors previously unknown to each
other worked together to feed their community.
Churches implemented food distributions for the first time,
which helped them get to know their neighbors who may
have never known about their church. Agencies that had
never heard of SoSA saw us on the news or heard about us
through another agency, and now work with us on a regular
basis to get fresh produce to their clients.
Volunteer numbers grew by over 1400 from 2020 to 2021,
gleaning was something meaningful to do outside, COVID-19
guidelines were followed and they felt safe. Most volunteers
come out time and time again and get to know each other,
the local farmers and the agencies. Many of them have
begun also volunteering at the agencies, or purchase their
produce directly from the farmer. They learn about food waste and the importance of buying locally grown food in season.

Building Caring Communities
There is nothing more powerful and humbling than arriving at a distribution at 7:30 on a Saturday morning and witnessing 50—
100 volunteers already on site ready to serve, or the hundreds of families that began lining up as early as 5:30am for a 9:00am
distribution. Churches, businesses, and even schools discovered the power of working collaboratively to feed their hungry
neighbors and create solutions that address the root causes of hunger. A number of host groups that began a simple food
distribution on a Saturday morning became more aware of the number of homeless families living in the nearby woods and heard
stories of their inability to access a shower or wash their clothes, or just get a simple haircut. We soon learned that many of them
began using some of their mission funds to bring in portable showers, barbers, and portable laundries on food distribution days so
that people living in their cars or the nearby woods could get a shower, wash their clothes and even get a haircut when they
picked up their food. Other host groups scheduled I-dignity to be onsite to help homeless people get identification so they could
apply for jobs. “We feed them first” one pastor told me, “then we ask what other needs they might have and we try our best to
address those, to help them get to the root of what is keeping them down, and hopefully help them get to a point where they are
once again independent.” Whether working with a host group to do a food distribution, or gleaning the fields, SoSA programs
create an environment of community and desire among them to do
more. Our favorite phrase is “God doesn’t always call qualified servants,
God calls people and qualifies them to serve”. This “servant spirit” was
evident in the thousands of volunteers, donors, farmers & agencies
across Florida in 2021 who helped SoSA bridge the gap between food
otherwise wasted, and our neighbors who struggled with hunger.

Working together to
feed hungry neighbors
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Donor Partners
Arborbook Consultants
Charles A Frueauff Found.
Enterprise Holdings
Florida Blue Foundation
FL Dept Ag & Consumer Svcs
Frank E. Duckwall Foundation
John K. Bastien Foundation
Johnson Family Foundation
Keys Open Doors Foundation

McIntosh Foundation
Merrill Lynch
No Kid Hungry
Publix Supermarket Charities
Raymond James Global

Offering Nourishment to
Hungry Neighbors
Fresh fruits and vegetables are very difficult for food insecure people to access on a limited
budget, but are vital to good health and nutrition. Food pantries often have an abundance of
shelf-friendly foods but tight budgets don’t always afford them the luxury of providing fresh
produce for their clients. Thanks to your partnership, SoSA/Florida distributed over 37 million
servings of nutritious food to people in need statewide in 2021. In whatever capacity you were
able, you helped us expand distribution in underserved areas for thousands of individuals and
families statewide.
I Corinthians 10:31 calls to love, not just in words, but in deed and in truth. This passage
serves as the foundation for all that we do. Providing opportunities for others to serve helps
foster renewal in people’s lives, in secular businesses, in congregations, and in the
communities serve. Whether you supported SoSA financially, gleaned a field to prevent good
food from being plowed under, packed fresh produce, or simply greeted someone waiting in a
car line with a smile, you lived out this passage and made it possible for SoSA to transform
overlooked food into nourishing blessings for families who might otherwise go without..

Southeastern Grocers
Southeast Produce Council
Wonderful Giving
183 Individual donors

22 Churches
***
THANK YOU to all our donor
partners, you help ensure that
hungry people have nutritious
fruits & veggies

Contact Us
Society of St. Andrew/Florida
406 E. Amelia St.
Orlando, FL 32803
407-650-1956 (land line)
Barbara Sayles
Regional Director
(863) 224-0472
florida@endhunger.org
Kelly Stainner
FL Program Coordinator
(863) 224-0403
fl-glean@endhunger.org
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EndHunger.org/Florida
Facebook.com/SoSAFL

